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Excursion Notes 


The yearly meeting of the Joint 
Excursion Planning Board was 
held on November 24 in the WP 
Building, San Francisco, when 
representatives of five railfan or- 
ganizations finalized the 1960 ex- 
cursion calendar for northern 
California. Elected as chairman 
for this year was Jack Gibson. 

The calendar as approved: 

Feb. 19-22 — Cal-Nevada and 
Pacific Coast Chapter, R&LHS — 
Western Pacific, Union Pacific 
and Santa Fe grand circle tour to 
Salt Lake City and Las Vegas, 
using also either Toole Valley or 
Southern Pacific. 

March 19 — Cal-Nevada and 
Pacific Coast Chapter — Annual 
joint dinner on Western Pacific 
to San Jose. 


March 20 — Bay Area Electric 
and Sacra- 
and 


— Western Pacific 
mento Northern to 
Yuba City. 

April 2-3 — Cal-Nevada — 
Western Pacific and Feather Riv- 
er Railway. 

April 9-10 — Central Coast — 
Repeat of last year’s popular bus 
trip to Fort Bragg and the Cal 
Western Skunk. 

April 23 or 24 — Nor-Cal — 
Santa Maria Valley. 

May 1 — Pacific Coast Chapter 
R&LHS — Southern Pacific’s 
Kentucky House branch. 

May 8 — Nor-Cal — Caboose 
trip on McCloud River Railroad. 

May 15 — Central Coast — 
Santa Fe and Sierra Railroad. 

May 21-22 — Pacific Coast 
Chapter R&LHS — Southern Pa- 
cific to Monterey, thence bus to 
San Simeon. 

May 27-30 — Bay Area Elec- 
tric — Covering the Milwaukee 
electrification, going Western Pa- 
cific and returning Southern Pa- 
cific. 

June 11-12 — Nor-Cal — Crater 
Lake, using Shasta Daylight. 


Oroville 
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July 2-4 — Cal-Nevada — Sou- 
thern Pacific all coach trip to 
Eugene, returning via Siskiyou 
line with nights in hotels at Eu- 
gene and Yreka, and covering 
OP&E at Cottage Grove and YW 
into Yreka, both with steam. 

July 17 — Nor-Cal — Petaluma 
& Santa Rosa. 

July 31 — Joint annual picnic 
trip to Big Trees. 

Sept. 2-5 — Central Coast — 
Repeat of Grand Canyon trip with 
routing via California cutoff and 
Peavine during daylight hours, 
returning main line all the way. 
Full day at the canyon. 

Sept. 24-25 — Pacific Coast 
Chapter — Reno via Western Pa- 
cific, returning Southern Pacific. 
Will cover Quincy Railroad. 

Oct. 1 and 2 — Cal-Nevada — 
Sierra Railroad. 

Oct. 7-23 — Cal-Nevada and 
Pacific Coast Chapter — Central 
American and Mexican railroad 
tour. 

Nov. 29 — Joint Excursion 
Board meeting in WP Building, 
San Francisco. 

Dec. 31 — Central Coast — An- 
nual New Years Eve party. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berke- 
ley 7, Calif. 

California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 974 Pleasant 
Hill Road, Redwood City, Calif. 

Central Coast Railway Club 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club 
Paul Von Hafften, 112 Arguello St., San 
Francisco 18, Calif. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society Don 
Thrall, 610 Arlington, Berkeley, Calif. 
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STEAM DUMMIES 
of San Francisco 


By WALD SIEVERS 


SAN FRANCISCO MARKET STREET RAILROAD CO. 


The initial attempt to provide 
street transportation was made in 
1852, when an omnibus line was 
established between the post of- 
fice at Kearny and Clay Streets 
and the Mission Dolores. The 
route was via Kearny, Third and 
Mission Streets, and the buses ran 
at half-hour intervals. The fare 
was 50 cents on weekdays and one 
dollar on Sundays. Soon other 
bus routes were established by 
different companies, and competi- 
tion forced the high fares down 
to a standard price of 10 cents 
a ride. Drivers were paid $2.50 
for a 12-hour day. The omnibus 
was drawn by a two- or four- 
horse team and had a seating ca- 
pacity of 18. No standing passen- 
gers were allowed. 

The omnibuses to the Mission 
along Mission and other parallel 
streets were overshadowed when 
on July 4, 1860, amid much blow- 
ing of whistles and general cele- 
bration a steamcar of the San 
Francisco Market Street Railroad 
Company made its trial run. Its 
route of travel was from Third 
and Kearny Streets along Market 
and Valencia Streets to the Mis- 
sion Dolores, a distance of about 
three miles. 

The first franchise for this road 
had been granted by the Califor- 
nia State Legislature during 1857 
to Thomas Hayes and associates, 
but nothing much was done about 
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the project until May 1, 1859, 
when after a reorganization of the 
existing company, the work of 
grading was started. The delay 
was mostly due to financial trou- 
bles. Thomas Hayes owned a 
great tract of land, known as 
“Hayes Valley,” bounded by Van 
Ness Ave., Market, Haight, Pierce, 
and Turk Streets, and the road 
was pushed in order to develop 
the land and bring it into the 
market. The old banking house 
of Pioche, Bayerque & Co. held 
a mortgage upon Hayes Valley. 
They deemed it to be to their 
interest to help the project along 
and loaned the railroad company 
$100,000 to get started. The 1000 
shares of railroad stock were 
owned by Thomas Hayes with 90 
per cent and the rest by Frank 
McCoppin. When later on the 
road did not pay and foreclosure 
proceedings were brought by the 
banking firm McCoppin lost his 
holdings and Hayes was given 
credit for 50 cents on the dollar 
which was applied against the 
mortgage on his land. 

Broad and magnificent Market 
Street which cuts the city in two 
was then only a wide thorough- 
fare of rocks, dusty on sunny 
days, muddy on wet ones, and ob- 
structed by numerous high sand 
dunes. A steam paddy (steam 
shovel) was put to work to cut 
these ridges, especially the wide 
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ridge of sand between Third and 
Fifth Streets to open a path for 
the new railroad. The top of 
this was in some places 60 feet 
over the present street level. 
Sand was loaded into dump cars 
to fill in at other places. The 
graded road passed through many 
narrow cuts and by several pools 
of stagnant water. The wind was 
blowing the sand dunes about, 
often covering up all roadbed, and 
an old-time reporter states that 
the real estate on upper Market 
Street was very much in the form 
of moveable property — when 
the wind blew very hard from the 
west, the real estate moved east 
and vice versa. 

During the last days of April, 
1860, the grading of the roadbed 
was finished. Tracklaying began 
immediately. T-rail was used, 
but without the 
the usual “chairs” to join the 
lengths together. The ends of the 
rails were simply brought togeth- 
er and spiked to the ties, making 
a somewhat uneven track. The 
continuous covering of the tracks 
by sand in the many narrow cuts 
was also brought somewhat under 
control by the use of brush of 
scrub oak, which was utilized as 
a sort of thatch that covered and 
held the sand. By July 4 every- 
thing was ready for the trial trip. 

There is nothing more interest- 
ing than the newspaper account 
of this event as given in the 
Daily Evening Bulletin of Thurs- 
day, July 5, 1860: 

“Opening of the Market Street 
Railroad. 

“By invitation of the Board of 
Directors of the Market Street 
Railroad, as many gentlemen as 
two cars would hold joined in an 
excursion over the new track yes- 
terday, thus inaugurating the first 
railway communication between 
the heart of the city and its south- 
ern outskirts. After a good deal of 
backing and filling, the cars fin- 
ally got underway, leaving the 
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depot about 11 o’clock. The loco- 
motive is built inside of what is 
usually designed on railroads for 
the front or smoking car with the 
watertank underneath — still 
leaving car room partioned off 
from the boiler sufficient to ac- 
commodate comfortably 20 or 30 
passengers. The cars were new, 
of San Francisco manufacture, 
well ventilated and neat and com- 
fortable throughout, although the 
seats are rather narrow for ladies 
in full dress. Each regular car 
will hold about 50 persons. In 
making the experimental trip the 
running gear rubbed hard consc<- 
quent of the newness of machin- 
ery and track. 


“The cars arrived at the Mis- 
sion Depot about one o’clock, hav- 
ing given the guests ‘ample op- 
portunity’ to view the remarkable 
improving condition of the city 
along the route. Indeed, ihe de 
lays were so frequent and so long 
continued that many of the guests 
got off and returned to the city 
in omnibuses as the only means 
of getting a due variety of Inde- 
pendence Day amusement. Those 
who held out to the end partici- 
pated in a champagne jollifica- 
tion at the Mission Depot and had 
an opportunity of listening to 
brief and spirited speeches from 
Thomas Hayes, Dr. Gates, Mr. 
Ayres, Mr. Pioche, and others. 
Considering that Hayes’ energy 
and Pioche’s money have given 
us this pioneer railroad, what they 
each had to say was received as 
from the right man in the right 
place. 

“The return trip was made in 
good time, one of the cars having 
been changed for another that had 
been previously run on the rails. 
In the afternoon the cars con- 
tinued running back and forth, 
working much better and improv- 
ing upon the first experiment as 
the wheels grew more accustomed 
to the axles and track.” 

Whether the wheels had to get 
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used to the new track or whether 
this needed straightening and 
aligning is open for discussion. 
During the following days quite 
a bit of additional work was done 
on the track and roadbed, but by 
the middle of the month the com- 
pany was ready to go into busi- 
ness. The running time for the 
three miles was 10 minutes, the 
headway one-half hour. 

At first the road terminated 
at 16th Street — then Center 
Street — but later, when Pioche 
and Bayerque got possession of 
the ‘“‘Willows,” a then famous sub- 
urban garden — it was extended 
to a little geyond 17th Street to 
the entrance of the “Willows.” 
About the same time the Hayes 
Pavilion at Hayes Park on Lag- 
una Street was erected and a 
branch line along Hayes Street 
to Laguna Street was constructed. 
On week days this branch line 
was operated by a one-horse Car, 
but on Sundays and holidays the 
steam dummies with their cars 
At the 


ran up to the pavilion. 
time the road was built, Hayes 
Valley was rented to Italian gar- 


deners who raised there large 
quantities of vegetables. It did 
not prove profitable to its owners 
because there were but four or 
five dwellings in Hayes Valley 
and between that and the city 
proper only a single habitation. 
And if the ghosts of the pioneers 
who slept in Yerba Buena Ceme- 
tery patronized the road, the 
treasury did not get richer from 
it. 

The road had some other pic- 
turesque and memorable features. 
It was extended from Kearny 
Street to California Street along 
Market Street. This roadbed 
along the center of the street was 
below grade and had been dubbed 
“McCoppin’s Canal’ — McCoppin 
was the manager of the road. 
During the rainy season it would 
fill up with water and many a 
worthy citizen narrowly escaped 
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drowning. The only opening 
along Market Street west of Third 
Street was along the railroad 
track, and the daring owners of 
some vehicles had the temerity 
to drive over the company’s 
tracks; but that nonsense was put 
to a stop by digging several deep 
trenches across and under the 
tracks. Against this proceeding 
some unusually enterprising citi- 
zens filed a mild protest with the 
Board of Supervisors, which was 
promptly referred to the member 
for the Eleventh District — the 
superintendent of the road — who 
as promptly reported against it. 
Such was Market Street in those 
days. The property fronting up- 
on it was of such inconsiderable 
value that its owners put up with 
the Market Street Railroad and all 
its concomitants, including 
wheezy engines, canals and tren- 
ches to obstruct travel. 

The “awkward looking dummy” 
or steamcar, half passenger car, 
half locomotive with a single pair 
of drivers, soon proved very un- 
popular. It had been built by 
Sprat of San Francisco, who also 
built the second engine of this 
road, but this latter one did not 
have the passenger compartment 
attached. For one trip the steam- 
car had to back up since no turn- 
table was provided, and then it 
was continually off the track, 
causing much embarrassment to 
the trainmen. It also had other 
tricks. On one trip the safety 
valve popped off filling the cab 
and passenger compartment with 
steam. The train had to stop, and 
the passengers were in near-panic 
with visions of being cooked 
alive. 

Kimball and Company built the 
first trailer cars. The construc- 
tion of additional cars wes divided 
with another San Francisco car 
builder: Casebolt. Forty feet Jong, 
they sat on a double truck with 
eight wheels. Each had a seat- 
ing capacity of 64. In the center 
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of the car was a staircase lead- 
ing to the roof, on which stood 
a cupola directly over the stair- 
case with door openings fore and 
aft through which outside pas- 
sengers proceeded to their seats 
placed lengthwise on the roof 
so they could enjoy the scenery. 
A railing was placed along the 
outer edge of the roof to keep 
people from falling off. Not all 
the cars had this roof feature, but 
some of the earlier ones did, es- 
pecially those built by Casebolt 
in 1860. 

The original franchise called 
for horses or mules to be used as 
motive power. Therefore the com- 
pany had to seek an amerdment 
to its franchise from the State 
Legislature. The permission to 
use steam power was granted the 
company, but only for a limited 
number of years. As time went 
on the land values along Market 
and Valencia Streets went up, and 
the dirty and smoky little engines, 
throwing cinders all over the 
place, became mighty unpopular. 


Other street railroads had come 
into being in the city, all using 
horses. An agitation set in slow- 
ly to force the Market Street 
Railroad to do the same. This 
agitation gained momentum after 
the railroad was sold by Pioche 
and Bayerque to the San Fran- 
cisco and San Jose Railroad in 
1866. The new owners moved 
their depot for the San Jose line 
to the junction of Market and 
Valencia Streets. San Francis- 
cans had visions of long freight 
trains cluttering up Market Street. 
For a while trains even came 
down Market Street blocking all 
traffic. It is possible that the 
owners of the San Francisco & 
San Jose Railroad had in mind to 
move their depot to the foot of 
Market Street, but the opposition 
of the townspeople to trains on 
Market Street was so great, it 
was never tried. The franchise 
for running steam trains on Mar- 
ket Street expired on March 6, 
1867. On this day horses took 
over. 


CASTRO STREET EXTENSION DUMMY 


In 1879, plans were made to 
extend the Market Street Railway 
out Market Street from Valencia 
Street through the cut as far as 
Seventeenth Street. This was 
done with the help of a subsidy 
from the property owners. After 
construction was finished, a steam 
dummy ran on this extension till 
the Castro Street cable line was 
constructed. 

The first agitation for a cable 
road up Castro Street was felt 
during 1884, but nothing came of 
it as the Market Street Cable 
Railroad Company wanted street 
grades established and sewers put 
in first. During the following year 
engineers of the Market Street 
Railroad were working in unison 
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with the city surveyors in the 
matter of establishing grades on 
Castro Street. 

During the winter of 1887-88 
work was slowed down, but by 
March, 1888, was so far progressed 
that the new track up Castro 
Street as well as one track out 
Market Street was finished. On 
March 27, 1888, the steam dummy 
second track could be changed. A 
tension was discontinued, so the 
secondt rack could be changed. A 
couple of stages substituted for 
the time being till the cable road 
would start operating. 

Note: For map and notes on Castro 
Extension see page 123 of “Cable Car 
Days,”’ second edition. See also Issue 


9 of The Western Railroader and page 
52 of “Cable Car Carnival.” 
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ENGINES OF S.F. MARKET STREET RAILROAD 


A description of four locomo- 
tive cars that were in use upon 
the “San Francisco Market Street 
Railroad” since July, 1860, and 
which were built by Mr. Charles 
W. Stevens, the master mechanic 
of that road: 

No. 1 is twenty-four feet long; 
of this length the engine occupies 
six feet, the baggage-room five 
feet, leaving thirteen feet arrang- 
ed as a _ passenger-car seating 
twenty persons. The entire car- 
body rests upon four wheels of 
thirty-four inches diameter, two 
of which wheels are drivers. The 
power is directly applied from 
two six-inch cylinders of four- 
teen-inch stroke, placed nearly on 
a level with the center of the 
wheels. An upright tubular boil- 
er is used, and stands directly 
over the shaft of the driving 
wheels. The locomotive-car, en- 
tire, weighs seven and one-half 
tons, and was calculated to car- 
ry two loaded passenger-cars of 
the same length as itself, (each 
of which is constructed with seats 
upon the top, and comfortably 
seats seventy passengers,) but it 
has taken over this road, the 
grades of which are up to sixty 
feet to the mile, three hundred 
and forty passengers at one time. 

Nos. 2 and 3 are eighteen feet 
long, of which length eight feet 
is occupied by the engine, the re- 
maining ten being a baggage-car. 
In these the axles are eight feet 
apart, and all four of the wheels 
are connected. 

The cylinders of these engines 
are nine by fourteen inches, and 
the boilers of the kind in common 
use upon locomotives. 

No. 4, the last built, is twenty- 
four feet long. It has one pair of 
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driving-wheels thirty-six inches 
in diameter, and its cylinders are 
of the same pattern as those used 
upon Nos. 2 and 3. Its boiler is a 
return tubular, similar to that 
represented in the accompanying 
sketch — which, by the way, ap- 
pears to be the most economical 
as well as best adapted for a lo- 
comotive-car. 


All of the above engines have 
fully realized the expectations 
and performed the requirements 
of the railroad company. But No. 
4, particularly, would astonish 
some of your twenty-seven ton 
railroad men. It has taken two 
long cars, the whole train carry- 
ing five hundred and eighty pas- 
sengers, over the road, which has 
grades of upward of sixty feet 
to the mile. 


—From AMERICAN RAILWAY 
REVIEW of Jan. 30, 1862 


For further notes on the disposition 
of Market Street Railroad engine No. 1 
see The Western Railroader, Issue 100. 
It ran on the SP, later on the San Joa- 
quin Valley Coal Company at Coalinga, 
and the Sierra Nevada Wood & Lumber 
at Hobart Mills. 


See “Casey Jones’ Locker” pp. 61, 
62, 63, 64, and 105 for drawing and pic- 
tures. 


FERRIES & CLIFF HOUSE train at 

the Powell Street Railroad entrance 

to Golden Gate Park at Seventh 
Avenue and Fulton Street. 
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FERRIES AND CLIFF HOUSE SYSTEM 


The Board of Supervisors 
granted franchises to run cable 
cars on Powell Street, Jackson, 
Washington, Sacramento, and 
Clay Streets to W. H. Martin, John 
Ballard, W. J. Adams, Thomas 
Magee, and H. H. Lynch on July 
14, 1886, and for the steam road 
from Presidio Avenue out Cali- 
fornia Street and thence around 
the cliffs along the Golden Gate 
to the Cliff House, with a branch 
on Seventh Avenue to Golden 
Gate Park, on September 27, 1887. 


The five men formed the Fer- 
ries and Cliff House Railroad 
Company, commonly known as 
the Powell Street Railroad. 

Construction of the 
cable tubes, etc., began 
November of 1886. 


roadbed, 
during 


During 1887 and in the spring 
of 1888, the steam dummy exten- 
sion line of the road had been 
constructed. A roundhouse was 
built on California Street, oppo- 
site the Laurel Hill Cemetery. 
Four new engines were received 
from the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works on March 29, 1888, and 
taken to the roundhouse. The 
steam line had a length of three 
and a quarter miles, and the 
branch one mile. It ran out Cali- 
fornia Street, then to the City 
Cemetery, from here it wound 
its way along the cliffs of the 
Golden Gate to Lands End. On 
this section was a tunnel, two 
hundred feet long, located on a 
curve, constructed through a slaty 
rock in the form of a high, broad 
arch which gave room for two 
tracks. Double track was laid 
only as far as the tunnel. From 


here to the end of the line single 
track was used. A branch line 
took off the main road on Cali- 
fornia Street at Sixth Avenue and 
ran to Golden Gate Park, where 
the depot — forming a park en- 
trance — is still standing A trial 
run over the branch line and the 
main road as far as the tunnel 
was made June 14, 1888, the trip 
from the terminal on California 
Street at Central Avenue to the 
park entrance was made in nine 
minutes. Opening of the road 
was delayed due to the fact that 
it was necessary to construct re- 
taining walls on the stretch of 
road along the cliffs. Turnouts 
on the branch line were provided 
with spring switches. The rails 
were English steel. The company 
had at this time six locomotives: 
four light ones for daily work 
and two heavy ones to haul long 
trains on Sundays. The 12 light 
and airy coaches, capable of seat- 
ing 60 people, had been built in 
San Francisco. On July 1, 1888, 
all work was completed and the 
steam line extension was thrown 
open for business 


On October 14, 1894, the Ferries 
and Cliff House Railroad became 
part of the street railroad com- 
bine. 

The steam trains started to run 
on July 1, 1888, and ended in 
1906, just before the fire. After 
that it became the Sutter and 
California street car line No. 1 
which ran over the route of the 
steam dummy line until February 
18, 1925. 


Note: Picture of Ferries & Cliff 
House train on page 75 of “Cable Car 
Carnival.” 


— Continued Next Month — 
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FERRIES & CLIFF HOUSE train on California Street headed by engine Number 
3, in April of 1905. 


<8 i ne age 
eo Ce oe Ss ee: 
FERRIES & CLIFF HOUSE engine Number 8 near the roundhouse. 
Ken Kidder collection. 
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Book Reviews 


“Casey Jones’ Locker,” by 
Frederic Shaw, is a collection of 
short railroadiana items, from his- 
tories of off-beat rail lines to in- 
structions on how to sketch a 
locomotive. Interspersed is a lit- 
tle of everything that will make 
“Casey Jones’ Locker” one of the 
most referred-to books on one’s 
shelf. And best of all, it is pos- 
sible to enjoy this anthology in 
short snatches — wonderful bed- 
time reading. Complete with nine 
scaled drawings of historic loco- 
motives and equipment by the 
author, 16 maps and line draw- 
ings, and 81 superb halftones, this 
book has something to interest 
every railfan, whatever be his 
branch of the hobby. Published 
by Hesperian House at $5.00; av- 
ailable through Western Railroad- 
er Book Department. 

If the New York, Ontario & 
Western Ry. had been a western 
railroad and one that we were 
familiar with, we could say that 
“O. & W.” by William F. Helmer 
is among the great books about 
western railroads. However, the 
NYO&W ran almost exclusively 
in the state of New York, and 
while we know little about the 
terrain and problems of operating 
a railroad back east, we do now 
have a soft spot for the “O. & W.” 
in our hearts. For nearly a cen- 
tury this gallant line fought hard 
for existence, succumbing in 1957, 
the longest single abandonment 
in this country. Written in a most 
pleasing style, the 150 photo- 
graphs tell the story of the rail- 
road better than most such col- 
lections. For an entertaining story 
on the long life and slow death 
of the New York, Ontario & 
Western Railway, we highly rec- 
ommend the “O. & W.” published 
by Howell-North Books at $5.00; 
available through Western Rail- 
roader Book Department. 
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Pacific Railway Journal, P.O. 
Box 91, San Marino, Calif., is of- 
fering two rail calendars for 1960, 
either or both of which would be 
handsome gifts. Printed with 
large photos suitable for future 
framing, all of the subjects are 
of western railroads. One calen- 
dar is strictly steam and the oth- 
er is strictly interurban, and they 
sell for $1.50 each postpaid or 
$2.75 for both. In fact, order two 
sets, one for giving and the other 
for yourself. 


Farther south, the Railway His- 
torical Society of San Diego, Inc., 
has purchased several thousand 
color picture postcards depicting 
the San Diego & Arizona Eastern 
days of passenger business. It is 
hoped to raise a little extra pro- 
ject money by selling these cards. 
The three views available are 
(1) SD&AE passenger train dou- 
ble-heading across the famous 
Carriso Gorge trestle, (2) Broad- 
way in downtown San Diego 
showing San Diego Electric Ry. 
streetcars, and (3) a general view 
of trackage and rugged mountains 
in the Carriso Gorge. The set of 
three may be had for 20 cents 
postpaid from Dispatcher, 7861 
Normal Ave., La Mesa, Calif. 


“History of Mack Rail Motor 
Cars and Locomotives” is of in- 
terest to western railfans inas- 
much as Cal Western’s M-80 was 
a product of this company, and 
one of the few still in existence, 
albeit now wrecked and out of 
service. Profusely illustrated, cop- 
ies sell for $1.50 each postpaid. 
Issued by Lehigh Valley Chapter, 
NRHS; available through Western 
Railroader Book Department. 


Western Railroader Book De- 
partment, P.O. Box 668, San Ma- 
teo, California. 
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D&RGW Sells Silverton 
Narrow Gauge Branch 


The famed 
Durango - Sil- 
verton narrow 
gauge line in the 
southwest Colo- 
rado mountains, 
was sold December 4 by the Den- 
ver & Rio Grande Western. 


The 45-mile line, equipment 
and properties, were bought for 
$250,000 by the Helen Thatcher 
White Foundation, a non-profit 
organization. 


The line will be called the 
Durango & Silverton Railroad 
and will continue to operate as 
a tourist attraction in warm wea- 
ther months. 

On most of the route the rail 
line hugs cliffsides in the Animas 
river canyon. Trains travel from 
6500 feet elevation at Durango 
to 9300 feet at Silverton, once a 
bustling silver mining commun- 
ity. 


“Rio Grande 


ST&E Private Car 


The Beard Management which 
acquired the Stockton Terminal 
& Eastern has added a private car 
to its roster to provide office and 
overnight accommodations at 
Stockton when they come up from 
Modesto (where they own the 
Modesto & Empire Traction). 


Calendar Review 


We are in receipt of the TWO 
1960 calendars issued by the Pa- 
cific Railway Journal. One is all- 
steam and the other all-electric 
with fine pictures of a_ very 
worth-while character. The selec- 
tion of pictures is excellent and 
the printing is very well done. 
They are $1.50 each or both for 
$2.75 from P.R.J., P.O. Box 91, 
San Marino, California. 
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NORTHWEST NOTES 


The former Harbor Plywood 
engine No. 12, 2-6-6-2T, Clel- 
atchie Prairie, Wash., has been 
scrapped by the new owner, In- 
ternational Paper Company. 

SP&S “Western Star” derailed 
just east of Lyle, Wash., on Oct. 
19 when diesel 804 and nine cars 
left the tracks at a crossing acci- 
dent with a truck. 

All three transcontinental roads 
were flooded out Nov. 27 in west- 
ern Washington. The GN and 
Milwaukee resumed shortly, but 
the NP figured to take a week 
to reopen. 


ICC Approves Sale 
Of SP Oregon Branch 


The ICC has, as of Nov. 3, ap- 
proved sale of the Southern Pa- 
cific’s Marcola branch near Eu- 
gene, Oregon, to the Weyerhaeus- 
er Timber Company. The portion 
sold was 10.45 miles between Hy- 
land and Hendricks. The SP will 
retain trackage rights for common 
carrier movements while the 
Weyerhaeuser Timber will use the 
line to haul logs to its plant near 
Springfield. 

Sale price as per the agree- 
ment filed with the ICC was $167,- 
500 with the SP paying 2%% of 
the sales price each year for 
trackage rights. ; 

—WRR Washington Reporter 


Australian Tram Arrives 
At Portland for Museum 


Tram car 1187 of the Depart- 
ment of Public Transport at Syd- 
ney, Australia, arrived in Port- 
land, Oregon, aboard the Matson 
freighter “Ventura” on September 
26. It was a gift of the city to the 
Oregon Electric Railway Histor- 
ical Society for its museum at 
Glenwood, Oregon. 
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Disneyland-Alweg Monorail in service in southern California. 





It is scaled down 


from full size and has a top speed of 22 mph on the curving half mile of track. 
-Tom Gray photo 


RAILWAY AGE 


The Rock Island and Milwaukee 
Road have revealed that they 
have been studying merger of the 
two roads with further studies 
scheduled 


Northern Pacific has ordered 50 
85-ft. piggyback cars from Gener- 
al American. Rock Island has ord- 
ered 500 box cars and 100 85-ft. 
piggyback cars. Western Pacific 
has ordered 50 50-ft., 70-ton in- 
sulated box cars from Pacific Car 
& Foundry for 1960 delivery. 


The Burlington’s “Pioneer Ze- 
phyr” will be retired shortly and 
put on permanent public exhibi- 
tion. The SP will have the entire 
Los Angeles-El Paso main line 
(813 miles) under CTC operations 
by mid-1960. Great Northern has 
ordered equipment from General 
Railway Signal Co. for 76 miles 
of CTC between Dodson and Pa- 
cific Junction, Montana. The Mil- 
waukee Road will lease 25 85-ft. 
flats for Flexi-Van operations 
from Strick Trailer Co. with de- 
livery in 1960. 
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LOS ANGELES NOTES 


Plans have been released Nov. 
16 by the’ City of Los Angeles for 
conversion of the Union Railroad 
passenger terminal area into a 
union transportation terminal for 
trains, buses, helicopters, and 
rapid transit. 


Muni Car on Loan to Japan 


San Francisco Municipal Rail- 
way cable car 61, one of the for- 
mer California Street’s Jones 
Street dinkeys, went on board 
the steamer President Coolidge 
November 18 enroute to Osaka, 
Japan, as a permanent loan. 


Bay Ferry Sold 


The Federal Bankruptcy Court 
has sold the former S.F. Bay ferry 
S.S. Charles Van Damme to Lud- 
ford Kalfos, marine salvage deal- 
er. The boat was converted to a 
restaurant at Jack London Square, 
Oakland, until the owners went 
broke. 
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Peninsular Railway car No. 61 recently turned up at Trader Lew’s in San Jose, 


Calif., and is now on exhibit there. 


It has been “restored” to as near an original 


appearance as possible, and might lay claim to being the last of the Pen equipment 
in northern California. 


BAY AREA NOTES 


The Pullman Company has an- 
nounced it will close its Richmond 
shops on November 24, 1959, with 
the property going up for sale 
after January 1, 1960. 

St. Louis Southwestern (Cotton 
Belt) passenger cars plus three 
Alco passenger diesels are expect- 
ed to be coming to Southern Pa- 
cific’s Pacific lines with end to 
passenger service on the Cotton 
Belt as of November 30. 

SP 4444, last of the GS “Day- 
light” steam engines, was scrap- 
ped by Purdy in South San Fran- 
cisco on December 2. 

SP operated two specials from 
San Francisco to Palo Alto for the 
football game on Nov. 21 consist- 
ing of 15 and 16 gallery cars, re- 
spectively. Two trains were also 
operated from Berkeley to Palo 
Alto as well as a racing special 
from San Francisco to Bay Mead- 
ows on the same day. 
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Muni Scraps 
Another Streamliner 


San Francisco Municipal Rail- 
way has retired car 1004, one of 
the first of its streamliners. It 
ran last on October 2 and was 
stripped and demotorized on No- 
vember 18. The 1001 and 1002 
went earlier, leaving just the 
1003 and 1005 of the original lot 
of custom-built non-PCC stream- 
liners. 


SP to Operate Specials 
To Olympic Games 


Overnight coach trains will be 
operated between Oakland and 
Truckee to take passengers to the 
Winter Olympics at Squaw Valley 
during February. The trains will 
operate through to Reno with 
buses shuttling between Truckee 
and Squaw Valley. 
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Additions and Corrections 
To Minarets & Western 

Engine 101 was sold to Aber- 
deen & Rockfish where it became 
No. 40; Engine 103 was sold to 
Atlanta & St. Andrews Bay where 
it became No. 300, and then to 
Chicago & Illinois Midland where 
it became No. 527. 
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ANOTHER BIG 
DELUXE REPRINT 


Issue 188 on the Nevada-Cali- 
fornia-Oregon narrow gauge 
was an early sell-out, so we 
have reprinted it on our deluxe 
heavy paper and added three 
pages of pictures, title page, 
and heavy cover. It now has 
fine history by David Myrick, 
roster, 24 pages, two maps, 24 
pictures and the cover. 


Just 50c postpaid. 


The Western Railroader 
P.O. Box 668 
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